"First and foremost, you have erred in the method
and manner of assembling your councillors. For you
should have called, at first, but a few, and thereafter,
had there arisen a need, you might have called in
more. But, indeed, you have suddenly called into
council a great multitude of persons, all very burden-
some and all very tiresome to hear. Also, you have
erred thus: whereas you should have called into coun-
cil only your true friends, elderly and wise, you have
gathered here many strange men, and young men,
false flatterers, reconciled enemies, and men who do
you reverence without love. Again, you have erred in
that you have brought with you into council anger,
covetousness, and hastiness, the which three things
are antagonistic to every honest and profitable par-
liament; nor have you voided nor destroyed them,
either in yourself or in your councillors, as you ought
to have done. You have erred, again, in that you have
revealed your wishes to your councillors, and your
desire to make war and obtain vengeance; they have
learned from your speeches the thing toward which
you incline. Therefore, they have advised you agree-
ably to your wishes, rather than to your profit. You
have erred, also, in that it appears to have sufficed
you to be counselled by these councillors only, and
with little advising; whereas, in so great and high
a matter, it was really encumbent upon you to have
procured more councillors and to have deliberated
longer upqn_the means of performing your enter-
prise. Again you have erred, for you have not ex-
amined and tested your council in the manner afore-
said, nor in any manner required by the cause. You
have erred, again, in that you have made no divi-
sion between your councillors; that is to say, be-
. tween your true friends and your feigned; nor have
you learned the desire of your true friends, the eld-
erly and wise of them; but you have cast the words
of every man into a hotchpot, and you have then in-^
clined your heart toward the majority, and upon that'
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